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by IVAN T. SANDERSON

What are these so-called
“Flying Saucers” or UFO?
Unknown life-forms? Or
alien-controlled machimes?

WE ARE assuming, since
the official pronouncemcit of
Rear Admiral Delmer 8.

Fahrney, released at the time

of the organization of
NICAP—the National Inves-
tigations Committee on Aeri-
al Phenomena—and the ap-
pearance of the name of Gen-
eral Albert C. Wedemeyer on
the prospectus of that organ-
ization, that there are UFOS,
in point of fact, and that, at
long last, intelligent men of
standing and even working
scientists are prepared to in-
vestigate them.

Thus, after a long, hard
fight, reason has triumphed
over scepticism and the sci-
ence of Ufology has been es-
tablished. Now it has to be ac-
cepted.

Before this happens,
though, we are going to have
many trials and tribulations.
Every new science has-today
and for the past thousand
years.

And there are danger sig-
nals out already. One of them
is a veritable storm warning.

This i1s a strong indication
that what may be called
“Reader’s-Digestism” is al-
most universal among serious-

Ivan T. Sanderson writes about the recently reported fvaz.sitofg from Outer
Space in the present article—the second of three being written specially
for this magazine by the noted scientist and Ufologist, author of the re-
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KNOW THE AMERICAN MAMMALS (New American Library).
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minded Ufclogists: that is,
they seem to believe that all
things can be given simple
tags. A good example of this
fallacy is the notion that
there is an animal called “The
Whale”. Actually, there are
more than one hundred and
fifty entirely different kinds
of whales alive today, vary-
ing in size when full grown,
from seven feet to 113 foet
in length, and showing a very
wide range of physical fea-
tures and behaviour.

There has long besn a tend-
ency among many who are in-
terested in the subject of
Ufology, to assume that the
obijects are all either identi-
cal, of one kind or, at least,
of one class. This 1s a most
dangerous concept but one
that has, nonetheless, already
shown up in the statement of
intentions of NICAP. Admir-
-al Fahrney in. his first. press
release stated that “There are
signs that an intelligence di-
rects these objects because of
the way they fly” and that
“Reliable reports indicate
that there are objects coming
into our atmos_phere at very
high speeds”. This may, in-
deed be true, but i1t appears
to represent only a minor as-
pect of the whole problem of
UFOS.

UFOS are possibly and
probably as various as, say,
means of transport, and, in
view of this possibility, they
should be classified. To this
end we may set up four ma-
jor categories. These are:-

(1) As yet wunexplained

natural phenomena of
a physical nature, but
not alive.

As yet unsuspected
Lite-Forms, feeding on
pure encrgy, and in-
digenous to our own
(and possibly other)
atmospheres, and/or
to Space itself,
Constructions (ma-
chines) built on other
of our own Solar Sys-
tem’s pianets or on
plancet’s of other stars,
conirolled by intelli-
gence.

Aerial machines con-
structed on this Earth
by our own race, that
may be considerably in
advance of our best air-
crait up to now shown
to the publ:c.

From the vast accumula-
tion of UFO sightings, reach-
ing back to early classical
and even to ancient times and
now pouring in daily from all
over the world, all these four
types at least, seem to ‘exist.
Moreover, there is evidence
that there may be several
other categories as well. Let
us, however, take these first
four basic types, one at a
time.

Category number one is the
least offensive, the easiest
to comprehend, and the eas-
iest to “explain away or
“wipe” —a pertinent expres-
ston originally coined by that
elegant master of tomfoolery
but most agile of all open
minds, Charles Fort. “HEx-
plaining away”’ has regreét-

(2)

(3)

(4)
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tably become a stock-in-trade
of established, entrenched,
or orthodox Science when
dealing with anything that it
does not understand, which
is not in its textbooks, or
which might cause the indi-
vidual scientist professional
or financial embarassment.
If ten thousand honest citi-
zens say they see a glowing
blue-green globe manoever-
ing round low hills, some-
body has to be set up as an
“expert” to explain the phe-
nomenon, otherwise a “panic”
may ensue—though the pub-
lic is often enormously solid
about most such matters, and
Science—the Holy Cow—will
lose face. The Press there-
fore picks some poor benight-
ed, overworked, and usually
underpaid scientist in some
hallowed institution and de-
mands from him an explana-
tion. Almost invariably he
gives one, and often the first
one that comes into his head,
in pure desperation. Usually
this is peurile; sometimes it
is as fantastic as the original
report. Professor Menzel of

Harvard and his hot air is an

example. Though I cannot
say whether this learned
gentleman is underpaid, I am
sure he i1s overworked, and
he is certainly not an expert
in the field of Ufology, de-
spite his standing as a Mete-
orologist,

There are lots of funny
things in our sky and many
others that “legitimately”
fall from it—bolides, mete-
orites, tactites, and now even

blocks of angular ice and live
fish. The ice can, of course,
be explained away by re-
frigerators in airplanes even
if none are flying above, but
fish are less pleasant. How-
ever, one load has now land-
ed on a “professional” (which
means working for a recog-
nized scientific establish-
ment) ichthyologist, so it
cannot be denied. There are
auroras, and explosions in
the sky, and other aberra-
tions, so that even the radio
technicians state there must
be things going on up there
which are quite “decent” but
which we have not yet pinned
down and explained. Quite a
large percentage of alleged
UFO sightings may indeed
be perfectly natural, non-ani-
mate phenomena.

Messrs. Harold Urey Har-
rison Brown, and other scien-
tists who studied meteors
and meteorites after the con-
clusion of their stint with the
Manhattan Project—and as a
counter to its horrors—came
up with the idea that one of
our Sun’s planets blew up, or
blew itself up, some time ago,
giving rise to the asteroid
belt and a lot of junk that
still meanders into our atmos-
phere to this day. Goodness
only knows cf what this junk
may consist, but it certainly
includes bits of sedimentary
rocks—and, perhaps even of
statuary? Then, there could
be all sorts of remnants of
other “heavenly” bodies of
long ago, streaming across
our space-time continuum,
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which we might run into or
overtake. The limits of as-
yet-undescribed but purely
that could drift in here are
almost without bounds.

Our second category of

possible UFOS presents
quite another set of prob-
lems. This is something that
the Airforce admits it once
considered, though i1t seems
finally to have abandoned the
idea. It is, simply, that some
UFOS may themselves be
alive. This is to say, they
may be a Life-Form, equiva-
lent to but not specifically
either Animal, Vegetable K or
Virus, that may dwell in the
upper atmosphere of this or
all planets or live 1n space
itself.

This theory was, as far as
I can ascertain, first put for-
ward in a Berlin magazine by
the Countess Zoe-Wassilko-
Serecki—now resident in
Austria and wzll known 1in
(rather surprisingly) astro-
logical circles—t h ou g h
Charles Fort, of course,
mooted the idea some {forty
years ago.

As mentioned above, it was
apparently considered by the
Airforce investigators but
was abandoned for no clearly
stated recasons.

However, there was a com-
ment in the Blue Book report
issued by that body to the ef-
fect that, in addition to sun-
dry fairly sensible ideas,
some that were considered to
be slightly balmy kad also
been taken into consideration
and rejected.

The “lite-form” theory was
one of these. In substance it
goes as follows.

Some, and in fact quite a
high percentage of UFO re-
ports contain a number of
statements as to the behav-
tour of the objects and this
can only be likened to that
of animals or other mobile
living things. They dance;
they play tag; they even ap-
pear to breed (by joining in
pairs and giving rise to a lot
of little ones, plus a blind-
ing flash of light); they are
highly inquisitive but they
try to keep out of harm’s
way; yet, if cornered they
fight back apparently with
bolts of pure energy. They
are also either awfully stupid
or of a “low order” of intelli-
gence, like the lower animals.
As a result of such considera-
tions, Miss Wassilko-Serecki

pondered the possibility of

these types of UFOS being
“animals” or some other life-
form, and in doing so she
struck upon a most signifi-
cant point.

We all know that animals
feed almost exclusively, it
not entirely so, on matter.
Plants on the other hand
feed partly on energy, via
sunlight, and partly on mat-
ter in the form of the air
they breathe and the liquids
they absorb through their
roots (or, in the case of many
aquatic plants, their cuticle).
At the same time, the virus-
es—which are mostly para-
sites or saprophytes, and thus
feed on matter—can, in some
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cases (vide, the Dbacterio-
phages) at one time be cry-
stalline and thus inanimate,
and at another time colloidal
and animate, or alive. Con-
sidering these facts, Countess
Wassilko-Serecki postulated
the existence of life-forms
that feed on pure energy and
which are mostly composed
of energy, though concentrat-
ed around a core or body of
highly tenuous matter.
Where, she asked, could and
would such creatures be most
likely to dwell?

The obvious and perhaps
the only answer is at the out-
er limits of our atmosphere
or beyond it, in space itself,
where some matter exists,
though in minute quantities,
and where enormous supplies
of raw energy are available
in many forms-——photons, cos-
mic rays, and so forth.

She then further developed
this theory by considering
the size of living things in a
liquid medium—i. e. the seas
and .aceans—and came up
with the true observation that
the largest animals therein
live at the surface, the small-
er at the bottom, or to put it
another way, all large ones,
that we know of, live near
the top while only very small
ones appear to be able to
dwell at the bottom. This
does not exclude very large
ones—like the Sperm Whale
—from diving to the bottom
for a time: nor does it ex-
clude the occurence of min-
ute ones at the surface. Then
another thing, animals that

burrow in the ground move
very slowly; animals at the
bottom of the oceans move
faster; those at its surface
faster still; whereas things in
the air move fastest of all.
On the surface of the land,
the Cheetah can top seventy
miles an hour: in the air a
kind of bird—the Giant Swift
of the Middle East—has been
paced by a plane flying at
over one hundred and fifty
miles an hour. In fact, the
higher up one goes and the
less dense the medium be-
comes, the larger the life-
forms therein to be able to
grow and the faster they can
move.

By the current fad called
extrapolation, moreover, it
can be demonstrated within
very fair limits that life
forms living in the upper at-
mosphere at various altitudes
should, in fact, be of just the
sizes and be able to move at
just the speeds that UFOS
seen at those levels have been
reported to be and to be able
to travel. Even the half-mile
long jobs that have been re-
ported to travel at some
19,000 miles an hour—which
have caused so much merri-
ment—are not by any means
impossible and may, in fact,
be quite probable. |

Two questions are invaria-
bly asked at this point. First,
why aren’t these creatures
seen all the time and, con-
versely, since they are noty
why are they seen sometimes?
The answers are quite simple.
To the first question, let it
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be said that they normally
live so far up (even beyond
our atmosphere) that they
are not visible to the naked
eye especially through the
scatter-effect of our dust-lad-
en atmosphere. At the same
time, telescopes are focused
either on planes and other
objects well within our at-
mospheric envelope or, at
night, far beyond it, on heav-
enly bodies. You can even
shove a four-engined bomber
up so high you can’t see it.
The answer to the second
question is much more perti-
nent.

If you map all the “reports”
of UFOS and especially of
this type, both reliable and
vague, you will find that
there are heavy concentra-
tions in certain countries and
around certain spots in those

countries. Further these “re-.

ports” string out between
these spots along thin,

straight lines., The spots are

almost invariably areas where
there is a high concentration
of Power manufacture—hy-
dro—electric plants, atomic
energy installations, or even
powerful radio and TV out-
lets. The tenuous lines con-
necting them can be very well
matched by the radio beams
for guiding aircraft. Why
should such sightings form
this network on the map?
Miss Wassilko-Serecki has a
good answer to this also.

If these life-forms that
dwell in the upper atmos-
phere feed on pure energy,
and if they occasionally—per-

haps because of wounds, old
age, “sickness”, or such—do
drift down into the lower
levels of our atmospheric sea,
to what would they most
likely be attracted? Natural-
ly, to sources of their food—
1. e. to sources of freely ra-
diated energy. Moreover, in
the olden days, there was
little of this available on the
surface of this earth for them
to “feed” on, so they seldom
bothered to come down. To-
day, humans are spouting un-
told quanta of energy into
the air: a sort of free-lunch
counter for the creatures.
They are, in fact, beginning
to deep-dive to get a free
meal: Whacky; incredible?
Probably, but none the less
possible.

Those who accept the pos-
sibility of this theory usually
want to know if its origina-
tor has conceived anything of
the construction of these
creatures, She has, and her
ideas are not without reason.
They could be vast, virtually
empty—except for their en-
trapped energy—bladders of
tenuous matter, and particu-
larly of silicones in a special
form, that would automatical-
ly adopt spherical (when
stationary) or pear-, spindle-.
lenticular-, hexagonal-, kite-,
tetrahedral-, or other forms
that are almost automatic In
a liquid or gaseous medium
or in space, and which can be
seen under any microscope
focussed on the tiny life-
forms found in almost any
water. As they move, their
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form should change, since
they are, from our point of
view, noth'ng but vast jelly-
like masses. Those of a sphe-
rical type could become pear-
shaped at low speeds 1n a
dense medium, or a spindle
at high speed in highly rari-
fied air. Further, they could,
being pure energy, glow at
night, and due to their fine,
membrane-like outer “skins”,
shine like burnished alumi-
num by day. Many UFOS do
either or both.

The Wassilko-Serecki theo-
ry is worthy of the profound-
est consideration by all Ufol-
ogists. It has cogency and it
does not conflict either with
observation on the one hand,
or with purely scientific pos-
sibility on the other. It may
sound fantastic and even a
bit farfetched, but it 1s no
more whacky than was
Charles Darwin’s theory of
the descent of man, and it
does not offend so many cuer-
ished shibboleths, age-old no-
tions, or preconceived ideas.
But it does not profess to ex-
plain all UFOS.
~ There remain, then, two
further categories of possi-
bility. The first is that moot-
ed by Admiral Fahrney,
namely that there are intelli-
gently controlled machines
or constructions entering our
atmosphere from outer space
at speeds which we cannot as
yet duplicate. This is a de-
partment that requires even
‘more “explanation” than the
Wassilko-Serecki “life-
forms”. It is a very vast sub-

ject indeed that calls for an
exposition of a number of
cosmological and astronomical
principles before it can even
be discussed. These vastness-
es can be given in capsule
form and this we propose to
put forward in a subsequent
article. Without acceptance
of these established princi-
ples, however, and a willing-
ness to take the accompany-
ing statistical data as read,
nobody should be asked to
accept the idea of intelligent
life existing elsewhere in the
Universe as being possible.
Let it be said, however, that,
armed ‘with the appropriate
findinzs of modern science,
nobody in their right mind
should make so bold as to
deny the possibility—nay,
rather the probability—of
there being life of an intelli-
gence higher than ours on
other heavenly bodies, and
the possibility that these
creatures have visited our
small planet since early geo-
lcgical times.

The fourth possible cate-
gory of UFOS is of quiie
another nature and is far the
most unpleasant—as opposed
to psychnologically “unpleas-
ant’—of all. The suggestion
here is that some of these un-
knowns may be aeroforms, or
planes, or other developments
of Man’s technology, and
specifically of the Russian
and/or United States armed
forces, and/or other goveérn-
meant agencies. .

Unknown objects are fte-
ported as flying through -our
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radar screen at a rate of about
four per day. Thesz reports,
we Lknow for a {fact, are
logged but are regularly
treated as mere crackpot hal-
lucinations and, althcugh the
logs are subsequently passed
on to some central control,
not one thing 1s ever done
about them., Further, there is
absolute and concrete evi-
dence on paper that the Rus-
sians have a ‘“saucer-like”
aeroform or plane tnat was
captured from the Germans
over ten years ago along with
its designers, its blueprints,
and even the metallurgists
wiio developed the tubes for
its twelve rocket engines.
This plane flew and there 1s
an engineer who worked on it
now living in the United
States who saw it do so. This
“plane” was disc-shaped and
is alleged to be able to fly
for fifteen hours without re-
fuelling at speeds far in ex-
cess of those at which any
pilot could remain alive or
maintain control. One exam-
ple is said to have done so
over the Baltic, under robot
control. |

Such an aeroform could
rise to the limits of the at-
mosphere, move in a matter
of minutes over the United
States, and then descend ver-
tically to our soil, thus “hop-
ping over” our radar screen.
If such “planes” pick out-of-
the-way country districts in
which to land they could
come and go at will without
detection., If detected, or if
their occupants were caught

redhanded alighting, they
could claim they were “Space-
people” and probably get
away with it among the awed
locals. They might even in-
dulge in a little psycho-war-
fare techniqus or frank prop-
aganda by telling these loc-
als that they are “all wrong”,
misguided and miserable due
to faults of their government,
and persuade them to believe
that they are Spacemen and
have come from another plan-
et to help us put matters to
rights for the benefit of hu-
manity. They might even ad-
vocate the overthrow of the
United States Government to
pave the way for the coming
of Salvation from the stars,

Does any of this, dear read-
er, sound at all familiar?
Haven’t we heard all this be-
fore, both in Communist man-
ifestos and in the writings
of those people who claim to
have met and talked with
Spacemen arriving in Flying
Saucers? |

The whole business is just
too pat to be disconnected,
and unfortunately it 1s get-
ting just too common to be
brushed off as either a coin-
cidence or as mere “crackpot-
ism!” What could be a better
cover for penetration of “ene-
my”’ territory than some in-
nocent do-gooder’s backyard
when the whole local popu-
lace regards that innocent as
a harmless evangelist, What
better fifth column than a
bunch of innocent pecple
dedicated to righting the
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wrongs of the world, fired
with missionary zeal, sworn
to secrecy, and fighting the
monster of “misguided”
Authority. After all, beautizful
girl athletes in white ski-suits
coming from another planet,
tar advanced in knowledge,
sweetness, and light, are
enough to impress anybody.
The old Party-Line itself
started out all sweetness and
light, and lots of honest souxs
fell for it.

On the other hand, the low-
flying, obviously guided
“Saucers” may be our own
inventions. If so, our Gov-
ernment 1s not doing the
right thing by us. They may
have very vaiid reasons for
not telling us about them, but

the business has now gone
too far for secrecy. Too many
sane citizens and radarscopes
have seen these things, so if
they are ours, it is high time
we w:ore appraized of this.

In the meantime, the sci-
ence of Ufology has gotten
1tself established and it is up
to all who are interested in
its future to aid its growth
and ultimate acceptance. To
do this, the first thing we
need is to establish some
proper methodology, and in
every new science the de-
scriptive stage must come
first. Classification or sys-
tematization comes next, We
have had ten years of the
former. We have got to get
to work on the latter.

STATEMENT ON UNIDENTIFIED FLYING OBJECTS
BY ADMIRAL DELMAR S. FAHRNEY, USN (RET.)
Admiral Fahrney, while Chairman of the Board of Governors of
the National Investizations Committce on Aerial Phenomena, in
Wauashingion, made tie following statement:
-$‘Reliable reports indicate that there are objects coming into

out atmo..,:phﬂre at very high speeds. ..No agency in this country
or Russia is able to duplicate at this time the speeds and accelera-
tions which radars and observers indicate these flying objects are
able to achieve.

“There are signs that an intelligence directs these objects be-
cause of the way they fly. The way they change position in form-

ations would indicate that their motion is directed. The Air Force
1s collecting facual data on which to base an opinion, but time is
required to sift and correlate the material. As long as such un-
1dentified ob]ects continue to navigate through the earth’s atmos-
phere, there is an urgent need to know the facts.

“We are in a position to screen independently all UFO 1nf0rma-
tion coming in from our filter groups. General Albert C. Wede-
mever will serve the Committee as Evaluations Adviser and coms
plete analyses will be arranged through leading scientists.”





